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THEY BRAINWASH YOU INTO BUYING STUFF

MEDIA LITERACY 
the techbrarian presents:

THEY MAKE YOU SEE THE WORLD IN 
STEREOTYPES

IT’S TIME TO OPEN OUR EYES  
TO THEIR EVIL TRICKS

FEELING GOOD ABOUT YOURSELF 
IS NOT AN OPTION



Advertising Tricks 

01 
CELEBRITY 
ENDORSEMENT 
A star uses it, so should I.

02 
BANDWAGON 
Everyone is doing it, so 
should I.

04 
PLAIN FOLKS 
People like me are 
buying this product, I 
should too. 

08 
SCIENTIFIC 
Wow, people that are smarter than me are throwing numbers out 
like 2 out of 3 doctors prefer this product and there is a 50% 
improvement…with numbers like this, I should definitely buy this.

06 
REPETITION 
Now at McDonalds, the McRib, a 
true McDonalds original -- so sweet 
and juicy…and only at McDonalds.  

03 
EMOTIONAL APPEAL 
This advertisement making you 
feel something special—maybe 
sexy, heartwarming or 
energetic-- so now I’ll feel the 
same thing about their product 

DON’T LET ‘EM GETCHA

07 
BRIBERY 
Buy one, get one free, 
act now and get 25% 
off! 

05 
NAME CALLING 
Verizon doesn’t have as much 
coverage as we do.  Only 
Sprint covers all of New York 
City.



Stereotypes: Women in the Media 

01 
HOMEMAKERS 
She cooks, 
keeps the 
house clean, 
and takes 
care of the 
children.

02 
CLEAN JOBS 
Women are secretaries, 
teachers, and Librarians.  
Car mechanic?  Forget 
about it.

04 
FLIRTS 
She loves to be eye 
candy, want a taste?  
Such a flirt. 

08 
LOOK 
PRETTY 
AND BE 
LOOKED AT 
Buy lots of clothes and put on 
lots of makeup…maybe you’ll 
land a rich boyfriend that 
way.

06 
DO NOT PLAY SPORTS 
…a little too rough for their fragile 
bodies and minds.

07 
NEVER IN CHARGE 
Women are nurses, not 
doctors, they obey their 
husbands. They are not 
supposed to be CEO’s or 
politicians. 

05 
LOVE TO SING & 
DANCE 

Forget the brainy 
stuff, she’s at the 
top of her game 
when she’s 
having fun and 
showing off.

  03 
  ALWAYS RESCUED 
  …but never the hero.  Men are     
  the strong ones, duh. 

09 
DO NOT PLAY 
VIDEO GAMES 
Computers are for 
Instagram, YouTube and 
SnapChat…not video 
games…that’s a guy 
thing.



THIS IS ONLY A SMALL LIST. CAN YOU THINK OF MORE?                    WHO MADE THIS LIST? DOES IT MATTER? HOW CAN WE CHANGE THESE STEREOTYPES?

Stereotypes: Men in the Media 

01 
DIRTY JOBS 
Real men do construction 
and are mechanics— not 
secretaries, teachers, or 
nurses.

02 
NOT 
HOMEMAKERS 
Men do not do 
housework or take 

care of 
children. 
Still, at 
home 
they are 
top-dog.

04 
SPORTS & HOBBIES 
The dirtier and rougher the better.  
Unless, we’re talking about fishing 
or video games. 

08 
WORK 
It’s men who work in science 
and engineering…it’s men 
who are the doctors.  They 

are the 
BOSS.

06 
EMOTIONS 
Real men keep them 

bottled up.  You can show laughter, 
anger, and physical pain. But 
tenderness, worry, or loneliness?  No 
way. Your friends cannot know those 
true feelings— after all, they may 
think you’re <gulp> GAY.

07 
LAZY AND 
MESSY 
Real men can’t be 
bothered with 
keeping stuff 
clean…let the ladies 
do it, ‘cuz it’s time to 
chill. 

05 
PLAYERS 
One girl is never 
enough, men are 
always on the 
prowl for the next 
score.

03 
SUCCESS 
Successful men have STUFF.  
This stuff includes: 

M O N E Y 
A perfect house, big & clean 
A fancy car 
Suits and shiny shoes 
A beautiful girlfriend/wife 
A pricey watch 
People who are jealous of his 
stuff 

09 
TOUGH 
Real men cannot and will 
not look weak. They love 
to fight and rough house. 
No. Poetry. Ever.
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THIS IS ONLY A SMALL LIST. CAN YOU THINK OF MORE?                    WHO MADE THIS LIST? DOES IT MATTER? HOW CAN WE CHANGE THESE STEREOTYPES?

Stereotypes: Minority Edition!  
01 
GEAR: MEN 
If you’re Black or 
Latino, you must 
have the flyest gear: 
necklaces, watches, 
cars, Jersey’s, and 
sneakers.

03 
VIOLENCE 
Blacks and Latinos love 
to fight. Oh, and they 
have guns, so they 
might kill whites and 
each other.

05 
MUSLIMS & JEWS 
Muslims are terrorists.  If 
you wear a hijab or turban, 
you’re twice as likely to 
attack “us”.   

Jews are rich, stingy, and 
have big noses. 

07 
POOR 
WHITES 
AKA, White Trash.  
They live in trailer 
parks, have missing 
teeth, and use meth.

08 
LGBTQ 
Gays are obsessed with fashion, are limp-wristed, and 
talk with a lisp.   

Lesbians have short hair, tattoos, body piercings, and 
wear army boots.   

Transgenders are confused, sex-crazed, perform in drag 
shows, and are crazy. 

06 
ASIANS 
Amazing at 
school, but 
horrible at 
driving. 
They love 
Karate. Japanese, Chinese, 
Korean…they’re all the 
same.

04 
CAREERS 
Black Men: Sports or Best Buy 
Black Women: None 
Asians: Chinese restaurants or   
              bodegas 
Indians: Cab drivers or mini  
                marts 
Native Americans: None 
Latinos: Maid, gardener, bus 
boy. 

09 
BLACK & ASIAN WOMEN 
Black women are either: angry, big 
breasted and jolly, or jezebels (slutty). 

Asian women are small, thin, and ready 
to do what you say— or— quick-talking 
and angry.

02 
DRUGS 
Blacks and Latinos 
smoke a ton of 
weed. The poor 
and pathetic ones 
smoke Crack.
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AGE: 49

DOCTOR 
LOVES FAST CARS 

NO PLANS TO MARRY

RENA

AGE: 66 

LOVES HIP HOP 
MARRIED TO AN OLDER WOMAN 

HATES SPORTS

MARTIN
MARINE BIOLOGIST 

EXPERT IN WORLD OF WARCRAFT  
NEVER WEARS MAKEUP

VIOLA

GAME PROGRAMMER 
ALWAYS WATCHES SPORTS 

WITH GIRLFRIEND FOR 3 YEARS 

AGE: 30 

RAEKWON
COOKS FOR HIS MOTHER 

HAS A PARROT 
LAWYER

AGE: 31 

LAYLA
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER 

2 ADOPTED CHILDREN 
TRANSGENDER 

LOVES HIP HOP 
PLAYS THE VIOLIN 

FAVORITE FOOD IS SUSHI 
GOLF PRO 

WANTS TO BE A BOAT CAPTAIN 
DEVOTED TO HER ROTTWEILER 

YOUR TURN!

TING

AGE: 17

JULIO

AGE: 14

VICKY

AGE: 14

AGE: 34



THIS IS NOT A COMPLETE LIST WHAT IS MISSING? WHY DID THE TECHBRARIAN FORGET THESE THINGS?

 

3D printing 
Podcasting 

Scrapbooking 
Board games 

Candle making 
Computer programming 

Cooking 
Coloring 

Creative writing 
Dance 

Drawing 
Fashion 

Foreign language 
Skateboarding 

Ice skating 
Jewelry making 
Jigsaw puzzles 

Knitting 
Leather crafting 

Lego building 
Metalworking 

Magic 
Origami 
Painting 

Musical instruments 
Shopping 

Puzzles 
Sewing 
Singing 

Stand-up comedy 
Table tennis 

Video gaming 
Woodworking 

Yoga 
Yo-yoing 

Astronomy 
Backpacking 

Baseball 
Basketball 

Bird watching 
Bodybuilding 

Cycling 
Fishing 

Flag Football 
Gardening 

Graffiti 
Horseback riding 

Actor 
Airline Pilot  
Ambulance Driver 
Architect  
Astronomer  
Athletic Trainer  
Author  
Baker  
Barber  
Bartender  
Bus Driver  
Chef  
Choreographer  
Music Composer  
Computer 
Programmer  
Correctional Officer  
Dental Hygienist  
Doctor  
Ambulance Driver 
Fashion Designer  
Film Editor  
Flight Attendant  
Florist 
Janitor  
Judge  
Lawyer  
Librarian  
Makeup Artist 
Therapist  
Auto Mechanic  
Meteorologist  
Musician  
Manicurist   
Pharmacist  
Photographer  
Plumber  
Police Officer 
Registered Nurse  
Reporter  
School Principal  
Secretary  
Security Guard  
Singer  
Subway Operator 
Teacher  
Truck Driver  
Veterinarian 

ANTI STEREOTYPE 

Blend different colors to see who you create. 
Make your human break media stereotypes  

(not fit into the same old boring ones)

Male  Female  Intersex

Wheel Chair User    Visually Impaired     Deaf   Has HIV

Jewish  Christian  Muslim  Hindu  Buddhist   Atheist

Black    White    MultiRacial     Latino/a    Asian    Native American  Middle Eastern    

Straight   Lesbian   Bisexual   Gay   Transgender   Gender Fluid   Asexual   

Rich    Poor   Middle Class 

Child   Teen   Adult   Senior



/ ANTI 
STEREOTYPES /

CREATED BY MIDDLE 
SCHOOLERS AT THE ISLAND 

SCHOOL ON THE LOWER 
EAST SIDE OF MANHATTAN

WHO WILL YOU CREATE?

In
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ira
tio
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01 
Juan, an Asian Male 
Programmer, who is Bixeual 
and Muslim.

02 
Bella, a Multi-racial 
Whelchair-user who is a 
Buddhist Skateboarder.

03 
Kulu, a Bisexual Native 
American Senior, who is a 
Middle-Class Muslim Florist 
that plays the electric guitar 
and is Visually impaired.

05 
Connaham, a Jewish 
Barber who is Intersex, 
Straight and HIV-positive.

04 
Raquel, a Transgener Actor, 
who is blind.

06 
Angelina, an adult Latina 
doctor who loves 
Metalworking.

09 
Jale, a Middle-class Latino 
Police Officer, who is a Gay 
Atheist.

07 
Jade, a Deaf Black Jewish 
6th-Grader who wants to be 
a Choreographer and 
enjoys Body-building.

10 
Glaze D, a Poor Part-time 
Bus Driver who loves to 
Dance and Cook.  He wants 
to be a Stand-up Comedian.

08 
AJ Reade, a male Muslim 
Coder, who is passionate 
about dancing, but doesn’t 
like fast cars or basketball.


